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1. Workshop programme

DAY 1 – 25 September 2006

9.00 – 9.30  Introduction to theme II approach 

9.30 – 10.30 Joint Manuela action: presentation of different approaches

10.30 – 11.00 Coffee break

11.00 – 13.00 Discussion of the general work hypotheses

13.00 – 14.00 Lunch

14.00 – 15.30 Discussion of the general work hypotheses

15.30 – 16.00 Coffee break

16.00 – 18.00 Discussion of the general work hypotheses

18.00- 18.30 Conclusion of day I: formulation of the work hypotheses

19.30 Dinner

DAY II – 26 September 2006

9.00 – 10.30 Discussion of the practical set up

10.30 – 11.00 Coffee break

11.00 – 13.00 Discussion of the practical set up

13.00 – 14.00 Lunch

14.00 – 15.00  The introduction of Manuela in ThiriMCO

15.00 – 16.00 Discussion of the working plan (crucial step for the preparation of the experiment in a time scheme) – assignment of tasks 

16.00 – 16.30 Coffee break

16.30 – 18.30 Discussion of the working plan (crucial step for the preparation of the experiment in a time scheme) – assignment of tasks

19.30 Dinner

2. Report

Monday 25 September 2006-10-02

Maaike Steyaert (chair person of this workshop) introduced the aim and goals for this workshop. Based on the list of deliverables and milestones for MANUELA, we had the option to set-up a common experiment (preferably in relation to MarBEF theme II) or to write a review paper on meiobenthic experimental work in Europe. 

The first aim of this workshop was to find out whether there was an interest in a common experiment. It quickly became clear that all participants were willing to contribute to such experiments. These lead us to the following goals for the meeting:

· formulate testable hypotheses

· design an experiment 

· frame a time schedule

· assign tasks

· identify contact persons for all participating institutes.

Maaike Steyaert also stressed the fact that MANUELA participants who were absent at the workshop could follow the outcome of the workshop on a MANUELA forum on the MarBEF web pages. Reports on the progress would be posted twice a day by Jan Vanaverbeke, Tom Moens and Marleen De Troch. Responses on the forum would then be incorporated into the discussions during the workshop.

Jan Vanaverbeke summarised the outcome of the MarBEF workshops that were organised within Theme II (Palma de Mallorca and Tavira) to streamline the research on biodiversity and ecosystem functioning within MarBEF. If an experiment would be set up within MANUELA it would ideally focus on the relationship between biodiversity-ecosystem functioning, resistance and resilience. Moreover, it was stressed that MANUELA provided a unique opportunity to conduct a standardized experiment in which many of the European meiobenthic researches could participate.

Maaike Steyaert summarised the responses to a questionnaire that was send out earlier in order to get a view on the interests of the participants. Most respondents stressed the fact that a MANUELA experiment should be as simple as possible in order to (1) decrease the workload and (2) allow as many participating institutes as possible to contribute. Migration, metabolic activities, feeding activities were suggested as possible research topics. After a short discussion, we agreed on the execution of a field experiment in which most of the MANUELA partners could participate. Two remarks were made:

(1) There is plenty of opportunity to organise more experiments within MANUELA in addition to the core experiment discussed during the workshop.

(2) Institutes not participating in the Hel workshop are invited to contribute to the core experiment.

We choose to investigate following hypothesis:

H0: The geographic origin of meiofauna communities does not affect their resilience to the same type and frequency of disturbance

In order to test these hypotheses we will impose a disturbance to the meiobenthos of 4 geographical areas: the Baltic Sea, the North Sea and the Mediterranean Sea. If possible, an area at the Atlantic coast will be incorporated as well. 

Since access to the study areas was a limiting factor (ship time…) we choose to work on sandy beaches in Poland (Baltic), Belgium (North Sea) and Crete (Mediterranean Sea). We were offered facilities in Portugal in order to include an Atlantic beach as well. We choose to study the effects of increased rainfall on meiobenthic communities since models on changes in climate patterns predict an increase in rainfall due to global change. 

Tuesday 26 September 2006

The day started with a short presentation by Jan Vanaverbeke on the progress we made with MANUELA and the plans for the near future. A discussion on transferring data to EurOBIS showed that not everybody is aware of what EurOBIS is all about. Upcoming MANUELA activities include a data-exploration workshop (15-16 November, Oostende, Belgium), support for a CeDeMar workshop on the identification of deep-sea nematodes (8-12 January 2007) and the organisation of the analysis workshop in Gent (15-19 January 2007).

MANUELA has the possibility to organise a session within the forthcoming 13th International Meiofauna Conference (ThirIMCO – Recife, Brazil,29 July – 3 August 2007) and we discussed possible contributions. It was agreed to propose a MANUELA session starting with an introduction of MarBEF/MANUELA (1-2 talks) and 1 presentation each for the six MANUELA research topics (these will be dealt with at the analysis workshop). Since this session will clearly increase the profile of MarBEF and MANUELA we asked the MarBEF coordinator to list this conference among the MarBEF supported events. Just before the workshop in Hel, Carlo Heip responded positively to our request. However, since Recife is outside Europe, we still have to ask permission from the EU officer Dr.Barth. This will be done by Jan Vanaverbeke. Since the EU is offering funds for non MarBEF members to travel to conferences, we decided to suggest to Dr. Barth that 1 or 2 researches from third world countries should also be considered for financial support in order to participate at ThirIMCO.

The rest of the workshop, chaired by Maaike Steyaert, was spent on discussing experimental designs that would allow us to investigate the effects of increased rainfall on meiobenthic communities across Europe. Other discussion topics included  the need for standardizing methodology and environmental variables that should be measured during the experiment. At the end of the workshop, tasks were assigned and we decided to organise one extra workshop in which the practical set-up of the experiment could be demonstrated. This workshop will be organised in February 2007.
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